
Westborough Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

November 24, 2015

6:30 p.m. – 8:04 p.m.

Present:  Chairman Barrette, Vice Chairman Drewry, Selectmen Goldblatt and Johnson (arrived at 6:42 p.m.)
Also Present:  Jim Malloy, Town Manager, Kristi Williams, Assistant Town Manager/HR Director

Request to Approve the Minutes of October 13, 2015
Selectman Drewry‘s motion to approve the minutes of October 13, 2015 was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  3-0
Request to Approve the Minutes of October 19, 2015 (Town Meeting)

Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to approve the minutes of October 19, 2015 was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  3-0
Request to Approve the Minutes of October 22, 2015

Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to approve the minutes of October 22, 2015 was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  3-0
Request to Approve the Annual Sprint Triathlon on August 14, 2016 /
Jim O’Connor, Rotary Club / Mark Walter, SunMulti Sports Events
Mr. O’Connor and Mr. Gross came before the Board.  Mr. O’Connor reviewed their request and the day’s events.
Selectman Drewry‘s motion to approve the Westborough Sprint Triathlon to be held on Sunday, August 4, 2016, subject to all of the requirements of the Police Chief and the Fire Chief being met was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Discussion:  Chief Gordon has no issues and informed the Board that Chief Purcell has none as well.  Vote:  3-0
Request for the Menorah Lighting and Celebration to be Held on the Rotary / Rabbi Michael Green

Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to approve the Menorah lighting on the Rotary as requested in 11/17/15 letter from Rabbi Michael Green was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  3-0
Request to Approve a Change of Manager for OSJL Spirits LLC, 180 Milk Street / Bruce Bent
Selectman Barrette noted that Mr. Bent could not make the meeting 
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion that the Board approve the change of manager application for Ocean State Job Lot located at 180 Milk Street naming Bruce Bent as the Manager of Record was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Discussion:  Mr. Malloy noted that all the paperwork is in order and Chief Gordon has no issues.  Vote:  3-0
Request to Approve the Transfer and Pledge of Liquor License to Peppercorns Park Avenue Grille & Bar, 121 West Main Street / Thomas Oliveri, Manager
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to open the public hearing was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0

Mr. Oliveri and Attorney Metzger came before the Board.

Selectman Johnson‘s motion that the Board approve the transfer and pledge of license at the Westborough Country Club, 121 W. Main Street to Peppercorns Park Avenue Grille & Bar, Inc. d/b/a Civic Kitchen & Drink naming Thomas Oliveri as the Manager of Record was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Discussion: Mr. Oliveri reviewed his background and plans for the restaurant which is to create the atmosphere of a gastro pub to attract the local community as well as golfers. He will be on premises full-time for the first 3 months, then 15-20 hours per week.  Selectman Drewry commended Mr. Hightower, who has held the lease since August 2013, for his efforts and success with The Grille.  Selectman Barrette asked about people with outstanding balances on The Grille Card and Mr. Oliveri encouraged people to come in and use them or he will work to resolve any issues if they are unable to do so.  Chief Gordon noted that all employees should be alcohol awareness trained and Mr. Oliveri assured the Board that when he is not on the premises his manager will oversee the restaurant’s operation.  Vote:  4-0
Selectman Johnson’s motion to close the public hearing was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0
Interviews/Appointment to the Waste Water Treatment Plant Board

Syed Hashmi and Rich Abrams each came before the Board and reviewed their backgrounds and reasons for interest.  Mike Stanton and Tom Burke, Treatment Plant Board members were present and Mr. Stanton asked to recognize Joe Farrell and thanked him for his years of service on the Board.  He noted that the Board meetings are held in the morning while the staff is there and Mr. Hashmi withdrew as he would be unable to attend morning meetings.
Selectman Drewry‘s motion to appoint Rich Abrams as a Westborough representative on the Wastewater Treatment Plant Board for a term to expire in 2018 was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  4-0
Request to Appoint Chief Assessor Jonathan Steinberg to the Economic Development Committee and the Senior/Disabled Taxation Aid Committee / Town Manager

Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to appoint Jonathan Steinberg as a member of the Economic Development Committee for a term ending June 30, 2016 and the Senior/Disabled Taxation Aid Committee for an indefinite term was seconded by Selectman Drewry.  Vote:  4-0
Discussion of Speed Bumps on Summer Street

Selectman Drewry noted his and the neighbors’ concerns regarding the speed bumps that were installed to slow traffic on Summer Street and that other neighborhoods will request them as well.  Mr. Walden came before the Board and noted that he has witnessed drivers running the stop signs and Chief Gordon agreed that it is an issue. Mr. Walden noted that they are meant to be stop bumps, not speed bumps and explained what was installed at the two intersections.  Selectman Barrette spoke with Mr. Walden about possible plowing issues and was informed that it would not be a problem.  He has no issue with them and noted that the Board will not take any action tonight, but will continue to monitor the situation.

Deborah Schradieck, who lives on Summer Street, came before the Board and agreed that there is a speeding problem.  She questioned who decides where to place them and if there could be a forum for discussion of their placement.  Ms. Schradieck noted that her only issue is with the process.  Selectman Drewry suggested that any requests should come before the Board first and that they review the proposed area.  Selectman Johnson recommended that neighbors be notified if there is a request on an agenda.  Brett Borglund spoke in favor of the speed bumps.
Materials Management Plan Draft Report / Board of Health Director

Mr. Baccari came before the Board and noted that he was contacted by the Dept. of Environmental Protection (DEP) in 2014 regarding trash tonnage and was informed that the average amount generated per household in Westborough is 2,300 lbs. and the average per household for the Central Mass. region is 1,300 lbs.  A grant was offered, which he applied for and received to investigate the issue and develop ways to increase the recycling rate.  Mr. Baccari reviewed that process and the next step in the grant process is to form a committee that is appointed by the Selectman to review the proposals in the Materials Management Plan.  

The Board discussed the options, the process and timeline, whether it is necessary to form another committee, the importance of recycling and the DEP’s involvement.  Selectman Drewry expressed concern regarding the creation of another committee, that changes are needed but not drastically, and suggested that the Town Manager along with some of the Selectmen could meet and begin to look at how the process should move forward.  Mr. Baccari noted that there is a timeline that has to be followed according to the grant.  The Town is not obligated by the DEP to make any changes because they took advantage of the grant.
Selectman Johnson‘s motion to create a Recycling Materials Management Committee consisting of 3 members of the public, 1 member from the Board of Health, the Director of Public Health, the Town Manager and a member of the Advisory Finance Committee for the purpose of studying trash and recyclable materials and making a recommendation that is both financially viable and will enhance recycling in the community was seconded by Selectman Barrette.  Discussion:  Mr. Malloy reiterated that Westborough generates 1,000 pounds more per household than other towns and recycling is an important matter.  He reviewed the costs to haul the trash away, the program in Grafton which is very successful and encouraged the Board to vote in favor of the motion.  Vote:  3-1 (Drewry)
Request to Approve the 2016 Liquor License Renewals / Town Manager
Selectman Johnson‘s motion to approve the alcohol license renewals for the businesses listed on the attached 11/16/17 memo for calendar year 2016 as presented was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Discussion:  Mr. Malloy was asked to confirm the status of Famous Liquors license. Vote:  4-0
Dementia Friendly Community / Selectman Barrette

Selectman Barrette noted that he is on the board of Bay Path Elder Services, which serves the Central Mass area as well as Worcester County.  He reviewed the Dementia Friendly Community program and his desire for Westborough to become involved as soon as possible.  There is no cost to the Town and Bay Path will provide support to the Town.  Selectman Barrette asked the Board for their comments so that he can present the program to the Council on Aging before the December 8th Selectmen’s meeting.
Town Manager Report
House Bill 184:  Mr. Malloy noted that he attended the hearing in Boston last week and the legislature did not seem receptive to allowing Westborough’s Town Meeting to consider exempting the Town from the liquor license quota system.  He is unsure of what action they may take if any, but he will keep the Board updated.  Selectman Barrette has reached out to Representative Gregoire who is working on a plan.
Property Maintenance:  Mr. Malloy pointed out that complaints were received about the condition of certain properties and provided the Board with recommended options based on what other Towns have done.  It will give the Town the opportunity or mechanism to enforce some level of care so that neighbors’ properties will not be devalued.  Under today’s bylaws it would have to be a public health hazard for the Town to enforce anything.  The consensus of the Board was to pursue the issue.
Town Committees:  Mr. Malloy provided the Board with a list of committees that are inactive and asked the Board to take it under advisement.  He will notify committees with members to determine if they have a consensus to continue.  The Board will vote to dissolve any committees at another meeting.
Issues and Correspondence of the Selectmen
Selectman Goldblatt noted that she will not run again for Selectman and thanked the community for their support over the years.
Selectman Drewry commented on the podium and asked if a table could be provided if there is more than one proponent appearing before the Board.  Mr. Malloy noted that there is extra seating at the Selectmen’s table with microphones where proponents can sit and present.

Selectman Johnson noted that the State Hospital Re-use Committee is looking for public input at their public meeting on December 3, 2015.  He also pointed out that the newly painted bridge cannot be seen at night and Mr. Malloy noted that the Town Engineer is working with the contractor to install reflectors.  

Selectman Barrette expressed his disappointment that the Interfaith Council changed their community celebration to tonight and that the Board was unable to attend.  He has spoken with the resident, as well as Chief Gordon and Mr. Malloy, regarding the dog issues at Veteran’s Freedom Park.  Selectman Barrette visited the park and spoke with people using it and suggested using it for both leashed and unleashed dogs.  He will present options to the Board in the spring.

Executive Session
Selectman Drewry’s motion to go into Executive Session at 8:04 p.m. under MGL Ch. 30A, Section 21 (1) (2) (3) & (6) to discuss the discipline of an employee; to conduct strategy with regard to non-union personnel and union personnel, and to discuss the purchase of real estate was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.

A Roll Call Vote was taken:  Selectman Goldblatt – yes; Selectman Barrette – yes; Selectman Drewry – yes: Selectman Johnson – yes. 
Submitted by Paula M. Covino
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